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3. Tap peasant and proleciarian aasses in Loige asanot
s ponsmate diwsatisfaotions into effective revolt witihout at
ionnt {he passive support of oiher Iorced in the country.
party and the army--ite asin instruments for veipimg's
somingtion of the mainisnd--are key factors in our nssesyment
3% the stability of the leadersuip. The intelligence on the
siritudes of pariy cadres and mray personoel is sketchy but
Jows sugeest a situstiom of deepening crisis wnich coulé
¢ w1} the regime's talents for politicsl voancillation
o arwed repression, It does pot warrant an expectatien
ot Teining's overthrow this year or next.

%, The evidence on the party crdres comes in pary iroas
covert reporis and interrogations of reiugees. it seewms
silear Trom the information received since tie beginniag of
the gear that medicel syaptows oF andernourishment, @.g.
suiritional edema, are appearing awong ibe cadres, as well
a5 toe popalation at large. Aan suthenticated report prepared
Ly Losmmunist officiale in Bast China digclosed that 15 per-
cont of ine cadres amnd other supervisory personnel ia a
work casmp suifered from “'dropsical swelling,” At the lower
‘avels at least, tie cadres seem to me sufferiung some of the
nrivations of the measuses. kven cadres at aigher levels
0 enjoy thelr special privileges have nad to aeccept &
redugtion of rations,

4, supporting evidence of a general erosion of cadre
morale sppears in statements of the Communisty themselves,
7o a4 ilarke extent, the cadres are serving as scapegoais Ior
railures brought on by decisions at ulgher echelons of the
sariy. In their moderate passuxges, the pariy atastements
reier to “well-inteationed" overzealousnese in implemeanting
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fhe vegime's policiee, The more oninous PASSAZES elite
nergons im the party and government who bave been carrying
out sabotage and “vielating discipliae in the villages and
cities*--yeiereaces probably to cadres who condoned eva=-
sione of Communist directives., A “rectification” campaign
now under way will purge 23 indetersimantie number of the
cadres, in the language of the efficial gggggg;g‘nailj,
it will *purify pariy and goversment organ tiens by
regolutely weeding out bad elements which bad snesked in,*

4, lIn most cases, however, ihe rectification process
nag not emntailed the psanity of expulsion from the party.
The professed object is to get an improvement in “work
style,” and to this ond there has been a Iarge-scale transfer
of cadres from comparstively comforiable jobs is higher head-
quarterz to agssigmwents nearer the agrieultural fromt, The
tranefers have involved a bumping of persoanel dowsward,
with geseral disgruntlement and aacooperativeness at all
levels, Some of the cadres are charged in the party preoas
with refusing te do fars labor and tryimg to "zneak back”
¢o their old jobs in town,

5., The evidence ig not enough to suppurt any coafldent
finding that many party cadves would lead or even jolin the
sasses in opporition to the regime, There do, however, appear
to be pood grounds for giving credence to reports of 2 wide~
spread lows of cadre elan, s tendency teo mistrust directives
from ihe party center, and a disposition to tolerate indisei~-
pline on the pert of the gemeral population, The supsrvisory
yeins thus loosened, persants bave reverted to older farming
pragtices, and the pepulation generally has becone bolder to
voice its grievances, This bolduess bas already resulted im
several anti-regime displays anmd wone bloodabed, A hunger
riot in Harbin last January and a demoustration there that
resulted in the summary execution of some 70 perwons typify
some of the recent reporting on the subject,

G, The armed forces mave also suffered their cuts in
faod rations, Despite the reduced rations, the soldiers
2till enjoy a differeatial over civilian alleowsnces., Yet
public security personnel im Caaton reportedly complained
af inahility to do¢ their work well alter the ration cuts,
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sldiers in oné billet refused to get oul of bed to parti-
sipate in maneuvers, according to one source, but it is
suposaible to @ay how general such wmutinous behavior has
secome. The sserging picture is ome of growing sympathy
with thne problems of civiliams. Hilitary guards stationed
asay the fdong Kong border on occasion professed to be too
rived apd bungry to chase villagers tryiag to escape to
ihe Cvown Lolomy. Those who are disposed to enforce the
regulntions are sometimes challenged by a defiant populace.
vine refugee from Kwaagtung desoribes the incident of young
wrudents stealing potatoez irom a cowmune farm, Urdersd
to desist Dy a wilitia leader, the students threatensd 10O
%311 bim with their hoem. The leader reportedly departed
isn pumilistion with hie men,

+. ‘the officers of the regular army are prooavly
eating weil, and there are nO persuasive ressons t0 guestion
ineir commitmeat to the present regime, There are iantima~
+ijons that some ranking officers have been unsyspataetic to
the regime's economic policies and its use of the armed
forces in agricultural and other non-military sctivities,
The dismissal of the Winister of Defense ami the Chief of
staff from their posts in 1959 and reassigoments of other
vanking wmilitary figures since then suggesti that the leader-
ahip iz takipg precautions to ensure the reliability ef the
areed Iovroes,

$i, ‘The authoritises aave been sufficiently sobersd by
their problems to do & good deal of thinking and rethinking
and also to take sowme intelligeat action. The purchase of
% million tons of grain abroad for delivery this year, for

example, i® testimonmy to Peiping's appreciation of its serious

straits, The impeortation will not alleviate distresz 1in the
country at large, but it will add significantly to the gov-
ernment stocks needed to provide for the armed forcew and
sther elements whome loyalty is vital to Peiplng's continued
conerol of the mainland,

1, The Chinese Comaunists have ended a three-year
seriod of high exaltation during which they clailmed achieve~
aents vuprecedented in economic bistory. They seemeod genu-

inely convinged during this period that soc¢ial reorganization,

spnular exhortation, and poliitieal indoctrination would

i
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vosbine to resultl in such a2 suster of human energies as to
vindignte once and for all their Tundamentalist fTaith in
potentinlitien of the nmew order. Today, atter two years
«f bad weatder, the withdrawsl of Soviet techaicianw in
wid=1880, asd the accummliated straies of "leap forwvard,”
thers i3 s soberer anderatanding of the "objective anaﬂz-
tions” which limit the puce ef economic development.,
sgipiang regards 1981 se a yesr to take & bresther and
relax soue of the presmures on the country., Rellsble
yveporis indicate a2 dimisution of cosrcions on the people
io attend long indoctrimnstion weetiage and “volunteer”
for asfter-hours activitiew, Peasunts are again eacouraged
1o cultivats private plots and sell sems of thelr produce
on free sarkets, There i no propagands eamphasie on fadus~-
trial targets but rather on the wrgemncy of expandiag the
sgricultural effort. A certain comciliatory sttitude toward
son~Comsaunist intellectuals is noted, asd the "hundred
7lovers™ slogan of the 1838~57 liberalimation war adwanced
sgein in the ¥arch iswue of the pazty’s theoreiical joursal.
ividentily the leaders are rendy te take the necesuary stern
backward before resuuing their mivauce., 7The size of the
srops this year will be a eritical eleoment in the regime’s
culounlgtione, The present cmens de not favor Pelping, but
it iw too seon for firm figures. 1T, ax seems possibls,
i¥51 turas out to be the third ceasecutive year of poor
nrarvests, the prospect would be lor coatinwed Communiat
somination ander conditions of wowating disovders and
viglenge ™
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